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Wreadin Writin n Wreminiscin Weekly Wreader is proud to say that we have bothered you a “LOT” with our
pesky notes about writing your little “piece” for the publication, and we promise that we will continue to do
so. So just to let you know, we have had enough “Grist for the Mill” (as quoted from Nancy Powell
Petherick) to fill 100 issues of the newsletters. Seeing as we have never kept to any specific schedule and
several of the issues were “multi-volume” sets, as well as photo directories, I can say that “Ain’t Bad”.

Selectmen Vote to Demolish School
By Ivan H. Golden
Staff Writer – The Greenwich
Time
15 October 2004
The Board of Selectmen yesterday approved
the demolition of Hamilton Avenue School,
clearing the way for the aging and dilapidated
elementary school to be knocked down and a
new school built in its place.
Frank Mazza, the chairman of the Hamilton
Avenue School Building Committee, said the
demolition could happen as early as this
spring, soon after the students have been
relocated to modular classrooms on the
campus of Western Middle School.
Construction of a new school to replace
Hamilton Avenue is expected to begin in
August, Mazza added.
The Board of Selectmen approved the demolition during its regular meeting yesterday afternoon at Town
Hall. There was only a brief discussion on the project, and no objections from the selectmen.
In a short presentation to the board, Mazza emphasized that time is of the essence. "We're being asked to
complete a school in 2007 for students to move into," he said. "That doesn't give us a lot of time."
Built more than 90 years ago, Hamilton Avenue School is among the oldest schools in Greenwich and a
landmark in the Chickahominy neighborhood.

But the school has been plagued by structural problems in the past few years, including a leaking roof and
pipes that have contributed to repeated discoveries of mold.
In January 2003, dozens of students and teachers said they had experienced headaches, stomachaches,
fatigue, respiratory problems and other symptoms while in the building, and they blamed their illnesses on
conditions in the building.
School administrators have since hired several environmental consultants to assess the building but have
been unable to establish a connection between the illnesses and conditions in the building.
However, they have acknowledged that the building's poor ventilation system may have contributed to
some of the illnesses.
During the summer of 2003, administrators spent $500,000 to refurbish the school's roof, repair its waterdamaged walls and pipes, and replace several carpets, only to see more mold soon after the school year
started.
In late 2003, the Board of Education began moving aggressively to either replace or renovate the school.
Although some of the details have not been determined, Mazza said yesterday the goal is to have a new
school completed by 2007. And he said the selectmen's vote is an important part of that process because it
will allow building committee members to move ahead with their planning.
"If we don't have (a demolition approval), then we have kind of a chicken-or-the-egg situation," he said.

Future of Glenville School
By Vesna Jaksic
Staff Writer
The Greenwich Time
October 16, 2004
Greenwich Public Schools officials are taking early steps toward either renovating or rebuilding Glenville
School by informing parents about the ways they can have input on the project.
Between now and December, district officials will seek parents' advice to help develop Glenville's
educational specifications, which will lay out what work needs to be done at the school, according to a
document district officials presented during a Thursday night meeting at the school.
A building committee, which will oversee the renovations or the rebuilding, will be formed by February and
an architect selected by August, according to the district's timeline. Pre-construction planning will be done
during the summer of 2006.
The school needs major work to fix a number of structural problems, including a lack of natural light, poor
heating and air conditioning systems, and noise resulting from the school's "open" design. The school is
essentially a large warehouse, with few walls to separate classes (and the noise they make) into traditional
classrooms -- a concept that was in vogue when Glenville was built in the 1970s. Attempts to reduce the
noise problem have left many of the school's classrooms with makeshift partitions instead of walls.
Glenville principal Ellen Flanagan said she hopes the educational specifications will also address a number
of smaller issues -- such as whether the carpets should be replaced with tiles and how students can get
more storage and closet space -- but maintain some of the school's positive features, such as a large gym
and media center.

"What we are hoping for is to really look at all the things that make Glenville a great school now and
enhance those things that need work through rebuilding or renovations," Flanagan said.
In its 10-year capital improvement plan, the Board of Education budgeted $860,000 in the next fiscal year
for engineering and architectural studies at Glenville. The following year, the school board has set aside $8
million for work at the elementary school, which serves 429 students.
The $860,000 was originally budgeted for the current fiscal year, but was pushed back so the school board
could address structural and environmental issues at Hamilton Avenue Magnet School, which will be
rebuilt. But Sue Rogers, Glenville's PTA co-president, said she is confident the town is now making Glenville
a priority.
"It's been a very long road, so I really feel like last night was at least seeing a light," she said of the
meeting. "You can see that something is starting, so it's a very positive thing."
Glenville's other PTA co-president, Kim Ambrosecchia, said she will contact the school's parents to ensure
they understand how to participate in the educational specifications process. A steering committee, which
will include parents as well as school officials, will soon be formed to guide the process, she said.
"Once a steering committee is formed, they'll probably survey the school," she said.
Laura DiBella, co-president of Hamilton Avenue's PTA, recently served on that school's educational
specifications committee. The process is a long one, but well worth parents' efforts, she said.
"My advice (to the Glenville parents) would be to take their time and really think about what it is they want
in their schools," she said, "because when it comes down to the (school) board making a decision, we
found that the board really wanted to know that the parents were behind the educational specifications."

The Puzzle is Complete

Sandra STEGER Williams
Chatham . NY
ray_w3@yahoo.com
The lady in the red box is...
Sally Norling
We were friend’s way back then.
Editor’s Note:
Sandy is second from the left in the back row.
Sally is second from right in the same row.

The Party Begins - Going 60 into Our 60’s - 03 October 2004
The following photographs were taken by George Devol and Gene Davino and I will try to identify as many
of the persons captured by their lenses. However, I am getting on in years and names have never been
my forte, so excuse me for having a senior moment or two when it comes to who’s who. I invite as many
of you who recognize yourself or one of the others they may be misnomered to write in and give me the
opportunity to “Stand Corrected”. A correction will be published in the next WW-N-W.
John Ziac

Rick Hvolbeck

Judy White Chapman
Ann Zellner Culbertson

Kelley
Kaufman

Bill
Reynolds
George Antony Friend

Sharron
Castronovo
Restivo

Bill Christiansen and Ward D. Bing of Byram
School Class of 1958
Ward D. Bing

Bill Christiansen

Jeff Tunick
Bob Cassone
Jane Benjamin
Sheen

You are all going to have to help me with this one….
Both of these folks look too young to have been a part
Of the class of 1962… so fill me in… Who are these
Guys… Also they are too happy. Maybe they were passing
by and decided to join us. So the contest is on… Name
these people… Spot Quiz Question No. 1?

Bob
McMillan

George
Devol

Richard
Rink

Getting the Champagne poured for the Birthday Toast and Cake by Bob Cassone and what a cake that
was… it was soooooooooooo thick that Kathie Temple Azoff was having a hard time cutting it with a plastic
“butter” knife… the only available hardware

Kathie
Temple Azoff

John
McLane

Every now and then a great “personality comes along and
you say… Who the heck was that… To the French, it’s
called déjà vu… to the Class of 1962, it’s the curmudgeon
(who is not crusty, ill-tempered or unusually old… as
defined by Miriam Webster) in the faded red “Block Island
Sweat shirt and the matching cap… Michael Hone, arriving
in a beautifully well maintained classic Model A Ford.

Bill Steinberg

Suzanne Dower

Mike Taylor

Chris Thornley

I believe the guy on the right is Chris
Thornley, but I am stumped on the
Guy he’s standing with… Spot Quiz
Question No. 2… and then in the
background, we have a group of four
surrounding Mike Higgins and the
back to the camera is Sue Higgins, but
who is the couple they are talking
with; making this Spot Quiz Question
No. 3.

Mike
Higgins

